of Crisis and Transformation, but it has the shape of a summary of historical and political events of the 4th-6th centuries, and it is based on ancient authors (e.g. Ammianus, Zosimus). The bibliography is not really representative of the large topic that he addresses. Similarly, Chapter Three is a lengthy discussion by Dresken-Weiland of different aspects of Christian art based on interpretations of primary sources, and it does not engage with the scholarly debate. The understanding of how studies on art have developed over the last century would have helped the readers contextualize some statements such as "The choice of Christian imagery does not mean that all persons buried in a Christian sarcophagus were in fact Christian" (48).
With Chapter Four the book finally returns to the debate. Tantillo sketches an overview (which he admits is not exhaustive, 57) of the studies of the epigraphy of Late Antiquity. He starts by referencing the prejudicial views of the field, such as that of the illustrious Louis Robert, and goes up to the present, in which late antique, medieval, and byzantine epigraphy are considered new fields of study. A translation into English of the overlong quotations of the secondary sources in the footnotes of the pages 57-61 would have made the contribution more approachable to young scholars unfamiliar with foreign and ancient languages.
Chapter Five, authored by Bransbourg, is dedicated to the question of "Fair Taxation". It is shaped like a general overview that embraces a broad chronology, beginning with the fifth century BC. The investigation of Late Antiquity is limited to the second half of the essay. The sources are generally listed in a sequence, but without much criticism. The modern debate is almost entirely lacking and the volume moves back to the analysis of primary sources.
In Chapter Six, Lenski contributes to the question on slavery. Here the debate on Late Antiquity is combined with primary sources, focusing on Africa in the 'long durée'. Through a concise but solid analysis that stretches from modern research to the interpretation of the sources, he dismantles Harper's 2001 thesis on slavery, in which (based on the studies of Carrié) the role of the colonate was minimized with respect to slavery.
Blaudeau dedicates Chapter Seven to "geo-ecclesiology", a working concept that represents a category for the understanding of the discourse on the late antique ecclesiastical world (as a way to move on from the traditional 'Kirchenpolitik'). This subject is highly theoretical and difficult to contextualize within the purposes of the volume, especially considering that this concept did not have a strong impact on the contemporary debate on Late Antiquity. The continuous references by the author to his own previous work (beginning with the long direct quotation at 156 f. of his formulation of geo-ecclesiology, and which includes book reviews, e.g. 163) are inappropriate.
Towards the end, the volume finally returns to its original purpose. In Chapter Eight, Carrié discusses the interpretation of Late Antiquity as a historical process. This is an extremely erudite piece, which runs carefully through the historiographic debate on transformation and rupture, and which includes an exhaustive discussion of the famous nineteenth and twentieth century scholars. The chronological frame, as provided in the first part of the essay, stretches from the third century crisis (a period to which French scholars largely contribute) up to the Middle Ages and the school of "Les Annales" (Carrié also discusses the views of its last great member, Jacques Le Goff). A careful analysis of the transformation of the Empire in the period from the fourth to the seventh century follows. And while, on one hand, Carrié valorizes the tradition of the Annales and considers the various parts of history as belonging to the same stream of one "connected history", on the other hand he does not fail to highlight "ruptures" (cf. 194) , which he identifies in the different facets of life in the late Roman world: e.g. institutions, economy and trade, art. The reviewer considers this piece the strongest of the volume by far.
Ingelbert contributes ten pages of conclusive remarks, synthesizing the results of the volume in an admirable effort to harmonize the various contributions and blend them into a homogenous discussion. According to him, in Jinan in 2015 the "New Short Late Antiquity" was born.
In summary: this book contains some stimulating ideas and it is in many points very useful for understanding the debate on Late Antiquity. The final bibliographies are generally good. However, the work lacks homogeneity in the contents of the essays, in their sizes and styles, quotations, and footnotes, and does not always keep focus on its stated theme. The volume would also have greatly benefitted from a contribution on the debate on the ethnogenesis of the barbarian/Germanic tribes, the question of identity, migration, integration in the Roman world, and their role in the formation of Europe. In recent years, this has emerged in European and American scholarship as a fundamental part of the debate on Late Antiquity, rupture and transformation.
